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I
nside the old farmhouse at 3356 Clover Valley Road, all

you could hear was the ticking of a wall clock and the

soft voices of three sisters. h It was midafternoon as Al-

ice Schlaegel, Judy Anderson and Nancy Loshbough

meticulously cataloged the time capsule that is the Foster

family homestead. After more than a hundred years, the home

that raised three generations was full of all sorts of things:

painted portraits of family members, weathered recipe books,

even bottles of old medicines dating back to the ’60s. h Alice

and Judy huddled together on the kitchen floor as they sorted

through the boxes. Nancy sat with her back against the living

room wall while she looked through decades-worth of jour-

nals kept by their late mother, Mary. h Outside, though, pro-

gress raced forward. 

The historic Foster family
homestead and barns along
Clover Valley Road near the
Intel chip manufacturing
site. DORAL CHENOWETH/

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

‘OUR WAY OF LIFE
IS GOING AWAY’

Licking County family parting with
century-old farm for Intel project

The historic Foster family
homestead as seen through
one of the barns along
Clover Valley Road near the
Intel chip manufacturing
site. DORAL CHENOWETH/

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Maria DeVito Newark Advocate | USA TODAY NETWORK

Nancy Loshbough looks
through decades-worth of
journals kept by her
mother, Mary Foster, who
died in December.
Loshbough and her sisters
have been cleaning out the
Clover Valley Road
farmhouse where their
family lived for more than
100 years as they prepare
to transfer the 163-acre
property to the New
Albany Co. this summer for
Intel’s computer chip
facility.
MARIA DEVITO/THE ADVOCATE

The Columbus City Council began
the process of distributing a new
windfall of $68 million in additional
federal rental assistance dollars by ap-
proving a $26.13 million contract Mon-
day with a local nonprofit social ser-
vices provider to oversee distributing
the funds to renters in need.

The contract with The Wells Foun-
dation “is making sure that we can get
the payments out of the rental assis-
tance as quickly as possible to make
sure our residents’ obligations are met
and our landlords get paid,” city Devel-
opment Director Michael Stevens told
the council. 

The city will work with a number of
local nonprofit agencies to provide in-
take/application services to tenants
and landlords and “operation ser-
vices” such as providing website host-
ing, eligibility determination, monitor-
ing, fraud investigation and software
platforms. But instead of giving funds
directly to the nonprofits to disburse to
eligible recipients, The Wells Founda-
tion will “hold and disburse the funds,”
according to an informational sheet at-
tached to the ordinance. 

The city “will put in place a number
of risk reduction and monitoring pro-
cedures to safeguard the funds under 

Columbus
approves
rental aid
contract 
Nonprofit to oversee
distribution of funds 

Bill Bush
Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RENTAL AID, Page 16A

The Ohio Ballot Board must rewrite
some of the ballot language for the Au-
gust issue to make it harder to amend
Ohio’s Constitution, the Ohio Supreme
Court ruled Monday.

But a 4-3 majority on the court
backed other language that opponents
said is inaccurate and would mislead
voters.

Court: Part of
August ballot
measure must
be rewritten
Haley BeMiller
State Bureau

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BALLOT, Page 16A

Get the latest on former President Donald Trump’s federal court appearance on Dispatch.com
or in the Nation & World Extra section, a subscriber-only feature in your eNewspaper.

Trump faces the judge

See FARM, Page 4A
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COLUMBUS - Rich-
ard Allen Meindl, 67, 
passed away on June 
6th, 2023. Please visit 
https://www.dayfuner-
alservice.com to view 
the full obituary.

Richard Meindl

COLUMBUS - Charles 
D. “Jake” Jajczyk, age 93, 
passed away Thursday, 
June 8, 2023 in Colum-
bus, OH. Visitation will 
be Friday, June 16, 2023 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
MYERS-WOODYARD 
FUNERAL HOME, 587 
Main St. in Groveport, 
OH. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be Saturday, 
June 17, 2023 at 10 a.m. 
at St. Mary Catholic 
Church, 5684 Grove-
port Rd. in Groveport, 
OH. Interment will 
follow at St. Joseph 
Cemetery. Please visit 
www.orwoodyard.com 
for complete obituary.

Charles Jajczyk

*Butler Jr, Lorenzo 14 Columbus 03-Jun Evans Funeral Home 21-June 6:00 PM Evans Funeral Home -
*Harris, James 81 Columbus 09-Jun Caliman Funeral Services Inc 16-June 11:00 AM The Word COGIC Evergreen Burial Park
*Hayhurst, Barbara - - 10-Jun Hill Funeral Home - - - -
*Jajczyk, Charles - Columbus 08-Jun Myers-Woodyard Funeral Home - - - -
*McKnight, Harry T. 96 Columbus 11-Jun Schoedinger Funeral & Cremation Service- East 17 June 1:00 PM Reynoldsburg Private
*Meek, Demita 56 Columbus 04-Jun Affinity Memorial Chapel  16-Jun  11AM Affinity Memorial Chapel  Evergreen Cemetery
*Meindl, Richard 67 Columbus 06-Jun - - - - -
*Newlon, Madelyn - - 08-Jun Maeder-Quint-Tiberi - - - -
*Pack, Robert - - 08-Jun Newcomer Southwest Chapel  - - - -
*Rano, Richard J. 89 Westerville 10-Jun Moreland Funeral Home 17-June  10 AM St. Paul Catholic Church Resurrection Cemetery
*Rogers, Mark 82 Columbus 09-Jun Jerry Spears Funeral Home - - - -
*Sengelmann, Barbara 74 Boulder, CO 13-May - - - - -
*Yount, Sue W. 63 Logan 10-Jun Heinlein-brown Funeral Home/Logan - - - -

TODAY’S DEATH NOTICES

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.dispatch.com/obituaries

Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements Service Time Service Location Interment

Barbara Hayhurst, 
age 85, of Westerville, 
Ohio passed away 
peacefully on June 
10, 2023, surrounded 
by her loving family. 
Friends may call on 
Thursday, June 15, 2023 
at Hill Funeral Home, 
4-7pm. A funeral mass 
will take place at St. 
Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Westerville on Fri-
day at 11:00 AM. Full 
obituary can be found 
at www.hillfuneral.com

Barbara Hayhurst

WESTERVILLE - 
Richard J. Rano, age 89, 
of Westerville, passed 
away June 10, 2023. 
Visitation will be held 
at Moreland Funeral 
Home, 55 E. Schrock 
Road, Westerville, Fri-
day from 2-4 and 6-8 
p.m., Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be held 
at St. Paul Catholic 
Church Saturday at 
10 a.m. Full  obituary 
will be in  Columbus 
Dispatch on Thursday 
or at www.moreland 
funeralhome.com.

Richard J. Rano

COLUMBUS - Mark Rogers, age 82, passed away 
June 9, 2023 at The Ohio State University Hospital 
East. He was a retired coalminer and served in 
the US Army. Mark was known as “Marco” to his 
many karaoke friends, he loved music and also 
enjoyed the outdoors. Preceded in death by par-
ents, Henry and Ellen Louise Rogers; wives: Elva 
M. Cradlebaugh Rogers, Anna Scurlock Rogers 
and  JoHanna Rogers; infants, Christina and Lu-
ella; brother, Charles Ray Rogers and sister, Ann 
Claypool Rogers.

Survived by children: Georgianne (Gary) Bro-
kaw, Suzanne Bartkowiak and Julie Ann Seivert; 
grandchildren: Stanley Andrew Bartkowiak III, 
Laurie Bartkowiak, Bethany Caroll, Christopher 
Bartkowiak and Michelle Moreland; 11 great 
grandchildren.

Friends may call from 4-7pm Thursday, June 
15 at JERRY SPEARS FUNERAL HOME, 2693 
West Broad St. Funeral service Friday, June 16 at 
11am at Pleasant Hill Community Church, 15290 
OH-327, Laurelville, Ohio 43135 with interment 
to follow.

Mark Rogers

The Republican-leaning court or-
dered the board to revisit part of the title
and correct an error in the measure,
known as Issue 1. Voters will decide Aug.
8 whether it should take 60% of the vote
to amend the constitution, instead of a
simple majority of 50% plus one.

The One Person One Vote coalition,
joined by three Ohio voters, sued over
the language after the Ballot Board ap-
proved it, despite objections from Dem-
ocrats. The group is also challenging the
legality of the August election, which
the state Supreme Court has yet to rule
on. 

“The language politicians and special
interests wanted on our ballots for Issue
1 was full of lies,” said Dennis Willard, a
spokesman for the coalition. “We’re glad
the Ohio Supreme Court saw through
the deception and ordered changes.”

Secretary of State Frank LaRose’s of-
fice scheduled a Ballot Board meeting
for Tuesday in response to the ruling.

“Our goal in approving the ballot lan-
guage for Issue 1 was to make it as clear
and concise as possible,” LaRose
spokesman Rob Nichols said. “The court
has ordered us to put a more complex
explanation on the ballot, which we
know can often lead to voter confusion,
but we’ll follow the court’s directive.” 

What did opponents 
want changed?

Opponents of Issue 1 criticized the
approved title and said it’s designed to
garner favor for the proposal. The title
currently reads: “Elevating the stan-
dards to qualify for and to pass any con-
stitutional amendment.”

The language also doesn’t mention
the current voter threshold for approv-
ing amendments, another point of con-
tention for the group.

In addition to the 60% threshold, Is-
sue 1 would make changes to the signa-
ture-gathering process for proposed
amendments. Starting Jan. 1, citizen
groups would need signatures from at
least 5% of voters from the last guberna-
torial election in all 88 counties, instead
of 44. 

The lawsuit took issue with how Re-
publicans explained that in the ap-
proved language. It states that groups

need signatures from 5% of “eligible
voters” in each county, instead of spec-
ifying figures from the past governor’s
election. The number of eligible voters
is higher than those who voted in a giv-
en election.

Attorneys for LaRose and the Ballot
Board members acknowledged the er-
ror in a recent court filing but argued
it’s not a “material defect, requiring
new language.”

What did the Ohio Supreme
Court decide?

Ohio’s four Republican justices dis-
agreed, saying the ballot language
“overstates the number of signatures
that would be needed to qualify an ini-
tiative petition for the ballot.” They or-
dered the Ballot Board to redo that part
so it accurately reflects the number of
required signatures.

The court also sided with the coali-
tion over the use of the word “any” in
the title and ordered LaRose to get rid
of it. Justices said the phrase “any con-
stitutional amendment” is misleading
because it incorrectly suggests that
the signature changes would apply to
all amendments. (Only citizen-initiat-
ed proposals require signature gather-
ing.) 

But the Republican justices dis-
missed some of the group’s other con-
cerns. For example, opponents argued
the phrase “elevating the standards” is
not impartial and designed to per-
suade voters to support Issue 1. The
majority also ruled that it’s not neces-
sary for ballot issues to outline current
law.

Democratic justices agreed that the
language should be rewritten, but they
wanted more of the changes sought by
the coalition.

“Some might, not implausibly, call
this restricting or curtailing or dimin-
ishing or limiting the power of the peo-
ple to amend the Constitution,” Justice
Michael Donnelly wrote in his dissent.
“Instead, respondent Secretary of
State Frank LaRose styles this as ‘ele-
vating’ the standards to amend the
Constitution. This word creates preju-
dice in favor of the measure.”

Haley BeMiller is a reporter for the
USA TODAY Network Ohio Bureau,
which serves the Columbus Dispatch,
Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron Beacon
Journal and 18 other affiliated news or-
ganizations across Ohio.

Ballot
Continued from Page 1A

this agreement,” the document stated,
like advancing the funds to the foun-
dation in $2-million installments as
money is disbursed. 

Council approved another
$1.75 million, no-bid deal with Green-
wood 360 LLC to “partner with local
nonprofit agencies and other program
service providers and act as the appli-
cation manager,” processing applica-
tions, making determinations of eligi-
bility, and providing batch data to The
Wells Foundation for payments. The
for-profit firm is registered to Brian
Greenwood, whose online LinkedIn
page says the firm develops back-of-
fice systems that speed the applica-
tion of forgivable loans.

In late January, the U.S. Treasury
announced it was redistributing $690
million in unspent COVID rental assis-
tance, in essence because some agen-
cies weren’t spending it fast enough
and the agency “would not be able to
fully deploy available funds during the
program’s lifespan.”

The Dispatch reported last month
that central Ohio received a huge por-
tion of that redistribution after federal
authorities gave a thumbs-up to the
city’s decentralized rental-assistance
model, developed during the COVID
pandemic, that used community non-
profits to distribute funds to residents
and landlords.

“It’s huge; it’s just monumental,”
Carlie J. Boos, executive director of the
Affordable Housing Alliance of Central
Ohio, said previously of the amount of
dollars received locally. “The amount
of resources that Columbus and
Franklin County got combined is more
than anywhere else in the country. Our
central Ohio region got more resources
than all of California put together and
all of New York (state) put together.”

The vast majority of the cash must
go toward rent and utility assistance
for low-income residents, not to help
pay mortgages, Boos said. But it also
allows for “stability services,” such as
eviction mediation, and up to 25% of
the funds could go to subsidize the
construction of new housing units for
very low-income residents, she previ-
ously had said. 

The $68-million windfall needs to

be expended by December 2025. It is
part of a total of $152 million in unspent
federal COVID relief funds that the city
must yet spend, with varying deadlines
over the next few years.

Those interested in applying for rent-
al and utility assistance can get infor-
mation at www.rentful614.com.

In other business Monday, City
Council appropriated $45,000 to pur-
chase more than 200 handgun lock box-
es for city residents. That’s in addition
to the 1,000 distributed by Columbus
Public Health last year. 

The council late last year adopted
what Columbus city officials have called
“common sense” gun control laws that
include properly securing firearms. The
laws have been challenged in court by
Republican Ohio Attorney General Dave
Yost and the right-leaning Buckeye In-
stitute. 

Firearms have become the leading
cause of death for American children
and teens.

The council on Monday also reaf-
firmed its commitment to the “Vision
Zero” program, stating that the city’s
goal will be to eliminate all traffic-relat-
ed fatalities by 2035. 

“Key city departments, including
Public Service, Public Health, Public
Safety, and the Mayor’s Office, are ac-
tively engaged in developing an “Action
Plan 2.0,” a five-year plan through 2028.
The plan could include “many strategies
to slow speeds, focus on safe street de-
sign, and foster community engage-
ment and a culture change that priori-
tizes protecting lives above all else, for
all forms of travel along our city streets
for walking, biking, rolling, driving and
using transit,” according to an informa-
tion sheet attached to the ordinance.

“No specific grant opportunities have
been identified at this time,” the docu-
ment noted. 

Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther
announced in spring 2020 that the city
had signed on to a traffic safety philoso-
phy developed in Sweden in the late
1990s that seeks to change how traffic
planners think about vehicle fatalities.

“However, unfortunately, we have
continued to have lives lost on our roads
in Columbus,” Columbus Public Service
Director Jennifer Gallagher told the
council. She noted that 72 traffic deaths
occurred in the city last year, not includ-
ing those on freeways. 

wbush@gannett.com
@ReporterBush

Rental aid
Continued from Page 1A

Demita Meek
COLUMBUS - Demita 

Meek; age 56; 10:00am 
Visitation followed by 
11:00am Celebration 
of Life, Friday, lune 
16, 2023 at AFFINITY 
MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 
1370 E. Main St. Inter­
ment Evergreen Ceme­
tery. A Caring Farewell 
provided by Lori Diaz, 
FD. Full obituary, view 
live stream, share sym­
pathy expressions, and 
order flowers at www. 
AMCobits.com


