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Housing advocates said new afford-
able housing initiatives in the state’s bi-
ennial budget are vital to address the
growing need for housing that is becom-
ing too expensive for many.

“It’s a great start to move Ohio for-
ward, a tool to create 4,000 units over

the next four years,” said Amy Riegel, ex-
ecutive director of the Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio. 

The budget the Ohio General Assem-
bly approved on June 30 includes mea-
sures that the Senate planned to strip
out. That includes $100 million for a
state tax credit program to help finance
those 4,000 rental units, and also tax
credits for single-family housing.

Riegel said businesses across the

state recognize the need to build more
affordable housing for workers as major
projects get built. Think Intel’s $20 bil-
lion investment for two plants in New
Albany expected to employ 3,000, and
the new $3.5 billion battery plant Honda
and LE Energy Solution are building in
Fayette County southwest of Columbus
that is expected to need 2,200 workers.

Ohio budget puts focus
on affordable housing

A bicyclist rides down East Town Street past Topiary Park Crossing, a new affordable housing development that is under
construction, on June 6. According to Columbus Downtown Development Corporation, Topiary Park Crossing will feature
98 units that will be rented to qualifying residents based on area median income. JOSEPH SCHELLER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

2-year spending plan includes tax credits for rental units, single-family housing
Mark Ferenchik
The Columbus Dispatch
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Two Ohio elected officials made
their cases for and against Issue 1 dur-
ing a forum put on by The Columbus
Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron
Beacon-Journal and Spectrum News.

Spectrum News anchor Mike Kall-
meyer moderated the half-hour con-
versation with Rep. Jim Hoops, R-Na-
poleon, who supports Issue 1, and
House Minority Leader Allison Russo,
D-Upper Arlington, a staunch critic of
the measure. The panelists fielded 

Ohio officials
discuss pros,
cons of Issue 1
during forum
Haley BeMiller
State Bureau

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FORUM, Page 4A

How to watch
The full forum will be streamed at
Dispatch.com through Election Day
Aug. 8. It will also re-air on Spectrum
News multiple times before the
election.

Three weeks out from Ohio’s Aug. 8
election, some officials are feeling the
heat as they try to fill poll worker slots
for the statewide vote on Issue 1.

As of Monday, Ohio had recruited
89% of its target number of poll work-
ers across the state, according to the
Secretary of State Office’s Poll Worker
Tracker. Fifty-six of 88 counties were
still short on poll workers, though many
have reached the minimum number
they need to operate the polls. 

Monday’s numbers show improve-
ment after early concerns of a potential
poll worker shortage — but some 

Counties
seek poll
workers for
Aug. 8 vote 
Ohio has recruited 89%
of its targeted number 

Lily Carey
The Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

See POLL WORKERS, Page 4A
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questions from readers, USA TODAY
Network Ohio Bureau reporters Haley
BeMiller and Anna Staver, and Spec-
trum News 1 reporter Samana Sheikh. 

Ohioans will decide in the Aug. 8
election whether they support the ballot
issue, which would:

h Require 60% of voters to pass a new
constitutional amendment, instead of a
simple majority of 50% plus one.

h Require citizens who want to place
an amendment on the ballot to collect
signatures from at least 5% of voters
from the last gubernatorial election in
all 88 counties, instead of the current
44.

h Eliminate a 10-day cure period that
allows citizens to replace any signatures
deemed faulty by the secretary of state’s
office.

Here are some highlights from the fo-
rum.

Why should someone vote yes?

Hoops: We need to look decades
ahead on issues that will come up that
we haven’t even thought of. You know as

well as I do there will be some crazy ones
in the future that will be introduced on
both sides. Remember, Issue 1 will apply
to all amendments. This will apply to
amendments that Republicans like and
dislike, and amendments that Demo-
crats will like and dislike. When Issue 1
passes on Aug. 8, we know that any fu-
ture constitutional issues that come be-
fore the voters, in order for that issue to
pass, it will need the support from both
parties, which is a very good thing for
this great state.

Why should someone vote no?

Russo: Put simply, Issue 1 has been
designed to give more power to politi-

cians and dilute the power of your vote,
the people’s vote. For over 100 years,
Ohio’s Constitution has guaranteed that
citizens like you and me have the free-
dom to directly decide our future when
politicians fail to represent our inter-
ests. Our rights to citizen-led constitu-
tional initiatives is a sacred contract be-
tween the people and our government.
It was meant as a promise that when
government becomes corrupt or non-
responsive to the people, Ohio citizens
by a simple majority can make neces-
sary democratic changes. Now, politi-
cians in power are attempting to break
this contract with Issue 1.

Why did the Legislature set this
election for August after limiting
most August special elections?

Hoops: We were starting to see is-
sues that were going to be put on the No-
vember election. I don’t think there’s go-
ing to be a low turnout on Aug. 8. You
hear across the state where people are
very interested in this because this is an
important issue. That’s why we have
programs like this to get on and to let
people know about it. It’s another
chance for people to vote. I think it’s go-
ing to be an issue that’s going to send
out what’s going to happen in the future

with other issues that we want to put in
the constitution.

If Issue 1 isn’t the solution, 
how would you propose
protecting the constitution 
from special interests?

Russo: I am of the opinion that the
Ohio Constitution is protected. I believe
in voters and voters being judicious in
what they accept or what they reject
when they are faced with constitutional
changes, either through citizen-led bal-
lot initiatives or that come from the Leg-
islature. The vast majority of these con-
stitutional changes come from legisla-
tors. If the concern is about special in-
terests, I will remind folks that
absolutely nothing in this issue respon-
ds or helps with the influence of special
interest money on our elected officials
at the statehouse. If the concern is
about special interests’ impact and in-
fluence, I would start with the state-
house and reforming campaign fi-
nances.

Haley BeMiller is a reporter for the
USA TODAY Network Ohio Bureau,
which serves the Columbus Dispatch,
Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron Beacon
Journal and 18 other affiliated news or-
ganizations across Ohio.

Forum
Continued from Page 1A

An early voter holds a sticker at the
Board of Elections in Norwood, Ohio.
LIZ DUFOUR/THE ENQUIRER

counties are still catching up.
“We’re going to do everything we can

to recruit and have the number of poll
workers that we need, but you know, I
think it is a concern,” said Sherry Poland,
director of elections for the Hamilton
County Board of Elections. As of Mon-
day, Hamilton County still needed to
recruit over 1,000 more poll workers to
hit its goal, according to the Poll Worker
Tracker. 

“We are sort of putting out that call to
action and asking people to step up and
work,” Poland said.

For most elections, officials have
plenty of notice to recruit poll workers.
Yet the August election was approved in
May after supporters pushed to get Issue
1 on the ballot before the November elec-
tion. With just 90 days notice, officials
have scrambled to get the polls up and
running. 

Officials across the state say they re-
main confident they will hit their goals
by Election Day.

“It’s not something that we can’t and
won’t overcome,” said Aaron Ockerman,
executive director of the Ohio Associa-
tion of Election Officials. “I just think we
need to really make a very concerted ef-
fort both at the state level and at the local
level to get the word out.”

Why are some counties 
short on poll workers?

It’s been nearly 100 years since Ohio-
ans have had to vote in a statewide elec-

tion in August. The unusual timing of the
election, Ockerman said, is a big reason
behind the poll worker shortage in some
counties.

“We had known going into this proc-
ess that it was going to be a struggle to
get poll workers just based on previous
experiences,” he said. “People tend to be
on vacation in August and are just not
available.”

Between end-of-summer getaways
and back-to-school preparations, it’s
hard to find enough people who are will-
ing to pitch in during the summer
months. Even in counties that are closer
to hitting their targets for poll worker
recruitment, officials say they’re pre-
pared to deal with more poll worker can-
cellations than usual. 

Aaron Sellers, a spokesperson for the
Franklin County Board of Elections, said
that it’s been “two steps forward, one
step back” with poll worker recruitment
for the state’s largest county. Some days
see an influx of poll worker signups, but
cancellations and scheduling issues can
pose a unique challenge in the summer,
he said.

While the state tracker reported that
Franklin County is seeking just over
4,000 poll workers, Sellers said the
county always aims to over-recruit and is
seeking over 5,000 — more than any oth-
er county in the state. The county had
recruited just over 3,800 poll workers as
of Monday. Sellers said he’s “very confi-
dent” Franklin County will hit its goal be-
fore Election Day, though the county is
still urging residents to sign up.

“We always recruit a significant num-
ber more of poll workers than we assign,”
said Pete Zeigler, deputy director of the
Summit County Board of Elections. Most

counties shoot to recruit 115% of their
minimum needed number of poll work-
ers, and many have already surpassed
this minimum, including Summit Coun-
ty.

Ockerman said counties that have hit
their targets already will continue to
recruit “all the way up until August 8.”

What are officials doing to
recruit more workers?

Most Ohio counties have a strong
base of former poll workers who have
stepped in to work on Aug. 8. Yet some
have implemented their own “innova-
tive” strategies to fill gaps, Ockerman
said.

Through the statewide Continuing
Legal Education program, attorneys can
receive credit for working the polls.
Some counties have also offered credits
or other benefits for social workers, ac-
countants and other professionals.

Poland said Hamilton County has
looked to some of its county agencies to
see if employees will step in to work on
Aug. 8.

In Franklin County, Sellers said the
board recently increased poll workers’
pay for training. By statute, poll workers
in all 88 counties are paid a minimum of
$133.72 on Election Day, though counties
have discretion to pay more for training
and specific duties.

How can I prepare 
for Election Day?

With many counties close to hitting
their target number of poll workers, Sell-
ers said voters will not be impacted by
any shortages at polling locations.

Ockerman said officials always en-
courage voters to make a plan for how
they’re going to vote.

Early voting started July 11, bringing
unexpectedly high turnout in some
counties. Voting by mail is also a way to
beat the crowds on Aug. 8.

More voting information can be found
on the Secretary of State’s website.

Due to summer scheduling issues, a
handful of counties have less voting lo-
cations than usual. 

Ockerman said many schools and
churches already had events on their
schedules when the Aug. 8 election was
approved, leaving them unavailable as
polling locations. Zeigler noted it’s “a
case of temporary unavailability” for
many locations. 

If your voting location has been
changed for the Aug. 8 election, the state
is required to send out a notice via mail.
Residents can also check online to con-
firm their polling location.

What’s on the ballot?

Issue 1 is the only issue on the Aug. 8
ballot. If passed, it would change the
rules for enacting new constitutional
amendments in Ohio. It would:

h Require 60% of voters to pass a new
constitutional amendment, instead of a
simple majority of 50% plus one.

h Require citizens who want to place
an amendment on the ballot to collect
signatures from at least 5% of voters
from the last gubernatorial election in all
88 counties, instead of the current 44.

h Eliminate a 10-day cure period that
allows citizens to replace any signatures
deemed faulty by the secretary of state’s
office.

Poll workers
Continued from Page 1A

State legislators also decided to save
the Ohio Housing Finance Agency, which
decides what developers receive federal
low-income housing tax credits and now
will make decisions on the state credits.

“It’s the first time the state has had a
comprehensive housing policy like this,”
said Dan Tierney, spokesman for Gov.
Mike DeWine, who proposed the
$100 million for the tax credit, which the
House had boosted to $500 million be-
fore the legislature scaled it back.

Penny Martin, spokeswoman for the
Ohio Housing Finance Agency, said the
single-family housing tax credit − $50
million a year for four years − will make it
possible to build housing for moderate-
income families, with home prices start-
ing at $175,000.

She said her agency is working on a
pilot program with Zanesville to build 10
houses, each close to 1,800 square feet
and with an estimated price of $175,500.

Martin said what officials learn from
the pilot program will help guide the sin-
gle-family tax credit effort.

“We talked to the governor’s office
about the idea, to form that partnership
with the local communities. They know
where they need the housing,” she said.

Riegel supported the House’s
$500 million tax-credit proposal, but
was happy with the $100 million. She
said in too many cases, workers are deal-
ing with higher rents and hour-long
commutes.

“I think House members were more
finely tuned to the needs on the ground,”
Riegel said. She said that while the high-
profile, big developments get the most
attention, most business owners in Ohio

run small outfits. And if they can’t hire or
keep workers because of housing short-
ages or high prices, that could mean
turning down orders, hurting sales.

“They understand the impact on the
greater community when they can’t grow
this businesses,” she said.

Tierney said business interests in the
state were saying that housing as well as
a ready workforce are key issues to eco-
nomic development. “You need to have
the sites ready to go, you need the work-

ers,” he said.
Riegel’s group highlighted the Ohio

Housing Finance Agency’s Annual Plan
that shows 25% of Ohio renters spend at
least half their income on housing. The
state has a shortage of 270,000 afford-
able rental units; Ohio has 448,000 ex-
tremely low-income renters.

Carlie Boos, executive director of the
Affordable Housing Alliance of Central
Ohio, said the new state tax credits fill a
financing gap when coupled with federal

tax credits,. “It’s exactly what the state
needs,” Boos said.

The state funding comes on top of
more than $50 million approved this
week by the Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority for four affordable
housing projects in central Ohio: $18 mil-
lion for Cobblestone Manor, 82 new sen-
ior apartments in Grove City; $22 million
to redevelop Country Ridge apartments,
a 95-unit complex in Hilliard; $9.1 million
to allow Sugar Grove Square Apartments
in Westerville to remain affordable; and
$3.1 million to allow Westerville Senior
Housing to remain affordable.

Riegel said safe, affordable housing
also provides better environments for
families with newborns. An Ohio De-
partment of Health report in August
2022 said that statewide there were 6.7
infant deaths per 1,000 live births in
2020, down from 6.9 in 2019.

Meanwhile, Black infants deaths dur-
ing that time period went from 14.3
deaths per 1,000 births to 13.6. In total,
864 infants died before they turned 1 in
2020.

The health department’s 2030 goal is
5 or fewer deaths per 1,000 births for ev-
ery racial group. Black infants died at 2.7
times the rate of white babies.

In Franklin County, 150 infants die
each year, according to CelebrateOne,
the local organization working to prevent
infant mortality.

Riegel said she thinks the DeWine ad-
ministration understands the role that
housing plays in the state.

“I do think that the efforts in this cur-
rent budget are great steps forward,” she
said. “It’s a snowball. We need it to grow
bigger and bigger.”

Columbus Dispatch reporter Jim
Weiker contributed to this report.

mferench@dispatch.com
@MarkFerenchik

Housing
Continued from Page 1A

Construction is underway at the Shiloh Apartments at Hamilton and Mount
Vernon avenues in the King-Lincoln-Bronzeville District. The project includes 
82 apartments. COURTNEY HERGESHEIMER/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

“It’s a great start to move Ohio forward, a tool to create

4,000 units over the next four years.”
Amy Riegel
Executive director of the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio


